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The Leeds Pathology 2019 Conference marked the 12th Joint Meeting of the British Division of the International Academy of Pathology and the Pathological Society of Great Britain & Ireland. This meeting represents a yearly highlight for academic trainees as a venue to share research pursuits, network with other members of the wider academic pathology community, and learn from experts in various fields of pathology.
My experience at this meeting was exceptional, with a welcoming conference environment and Harrogate providing a beautiful setting for this event. The conference began on Tuesday 2nd July, and boasted an impressive diversity of symposiums allowing me to be exposed to exciting topics in various specialties. On the first day I attended the “Whole Genomes – Biology and Translation” and “Molecular Pathology Driving Practice” symposia, during which expert speakers were able to outline progress in the crossover of genomic medicine from the research setting to clinical practice. That evening we were fortunate to have a Public Lecture by Professor Louise Jones on the current state and future of the 100, 000 Genomes Project.
On Day 2 I was most excited to attend the Head and Neck Pathology symposium as this is an area of to which trainees have limited exposure. The speakers presented valuable updates on current classification schemes with a focus on the expanding role of genetics in tumour classification. I then attended the CL Oakley Lecture given by Dr Marnix Jansen, who presented his impressive body of work investigating the mechanisms of tumourigenesis and early cancer evolution in colorectal, gastric and oesophageal adenocarcinoma. The day continued with plenary oral sessions delivered by a wide range of presenters from medical students to senior clinical fellows. To finish this inspirational day was the Doniach Lecture awarded to Prof Graeme Ian Murray, who gave a personal overview of his life’s work and achievements including his various roles with the BDIAP. 
The last day of the conference, Thursday 4th July came almost too soon, and I selected to attend the dermatopathology session. This included a talk by Professor Daniela Massi on the 4th WHO Classification of Skin Tumours, with a focus on important changes in melanoma classification and spitz naevi. During the morning break I was able to present my two posters “Angiomatoid Fibrous Histiocytoma: report of a rare tumour and review of the EWSR1-CREB1 and EWSR1-ATF1 translocation associated neoplasms.” and “Impact of provision of in-house EGFR mutation testing for NSCLC on report turnaround times- A complete audit cycle”. The dermatopathology symposium then came to a close with further exciting presentations including a demonstration by Dr Laszlo Igali on the potential for virtual and augmented reality technology in histopathology practice.
Thursday afternoon then comprised a special Trainee Workshop covering renal and soft tissue pathology, both areas to which trainees have limited teaching exposure by experts in the field. The renal workshop facilitated advance viewing the cases before the session which was most useful. The inclusion of this trainee-centred workshop was truly beneficial and was much appreciated by myself and fellow trainees at the conference.
I am truly thankful to the Pathological Society for their generous funding of my attendance at Leeds Pathology 2019, and highly recommend future meetings hosted by the Pathology Society as a valuable experience to trainee members.
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